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 “WASHINGTON — A battle between a
Senats committes and the Justice De-
;nrhnmt +hss-led- to- disclosure of previ-
sacret’ detalls of bizarre activities
kor ourrent and past top lzw enforcmnent
v.ﬁ&.ﬂ‘ v ,ww .
. T2h controversy focuses oaa stﬂtdas—
=‘sifed reprt by a three-member legal
pavel.that. exoperated federal drug offi-
cials of criminal wrongdoing in- a vari-
ety of cases ranging from an alleged
plot to assassinate the president of Pan-
ama. tn the purchase of buggmg eqmp-
ment.
bcmo oi th&most eolorfnl fxgurm 1n
modem federal:law enforcement are in®
volved in the eases, which Sen. Dennis
DeConcini [D., Ariz.] is-seeking to re-
view -as “his “Judiclary . Committee
examines the work of the men who han-
died tha nation’s most sens).txva public
cvmxpdonaswforﬁveyears 3
-Ttm cCased  were investxgated in- the
ﬁnal months.of the Gerald Ford. admin-
.istration by Justice Department officials
Michaal Defeo, Thomas Henderson, and
"Arthur Norton after allegations surfaced
‘ol masasive criminal activity within the
Justice Department’s dmg enforcement
LMRS .s RN \ ,»

“THEIR F’INAL recommenéaﬁons were
‘inchsded ir the so-called Defeo report, .
«srhich was shown to key senators-and a |
-_handful of “their. aldes: in 1976 but. was'}
‘rm msde pubuc Ma;or ;portions, of
“th 'being cittulated here.
indieate ; thi_t ‘D@teo panel explored

vty ey

Darkin and Plnlhp Sxmth “partlclpated
m discussions within DEA regarding a
‘proposal - to assassinate then-Presidenti
" Omar. Torrijos of Panama, who was sus-+
pechd o! bezng InVolved in drug traf‘ k)

Oaﬂega!!ons that Thomas Puccio, the‘
|Morwhowent on to.become the
moving “foree behind the current:AB-
} A)mnvwlgaﬁon of ! members of Cons’
M‘ had/illegally--~provided :secret.:
: documentg and- investigative files R

“to -Boodlum: . i SRRt i

- @Adrmissions:“from ™~ Liicien Conein,”
tbaDEA’s flamboyant intelligence chief,
ﬂwthehad purchased more than $4,000
"of sophisticated bugging equipment from

va shadown front “company to gwe the

government *deniability.”. .

@ Disclosure that DEA agents aecept-
ed money: from the late Howard Hughes’ 1
Summa Crop. for use on gaming tables

. iz Nevada wh:lewrkmgundarcoverto

Ereakk up a drugnng nperated by ca.smo
oyos* ¥

@ AF m'elatxén that the same DEA

official who bought-the $4,000 worth of

. bugging equipment also sat- through a
“Presentation by arms salesmen of a cat-
ated lethal devices, in- -

“alog of
¢lyding: 2 qun a8 'a tigar, ex-
ploding cigaret packs ‘and a-device used
to transfarm automobﬂe gasolme tanks
m!o domts.: A

DeCONCINI DE\!ANDED a copy of
the Defeo  report earlier this month
when investigating -the performance of
the Justice Department's public integri-

ty. sactlon as a member of the. Senate

Judiciary. Committee. Henderson, one of
tha three-member Defeo panel, headed)
that sction until recently. - -

“However, DeConcini’s eiforts to obtam
$be 'document to date have been rejected
Iyt the Justice Department in a dispute
Dver seturity clearance for the sepator’s
qidu. Officials at Justice are known to
‘view the Arizona senator’s investigation
as‘a bid’to gain' influence’ over pohcy
ragarding the DEA.- - <1, @ i

DeConcini has been outspoken about;
his belief that federal drug enforcement
needs reform. His aides vowed he would

keepprusmg for, the Defeo report.” 2N

+ MEANWHILE, THE Church of ‘Scien-
tology has circulated portions of the De-
. feo report, which was apparently-stolen.
"The Scientology documents, which Jus-
tice Department sources confirmed are
genuine, illustrate the sensxtwe content
ot the full report. o

..For example, rumors. of an Amencan
assassmabon plot against Torrijos were
selzed upon by foes of the Panama Ca-
‘nal.-

. wv, SRR gl L

.'recrmted 14 colleagues from ftne CIA to
‘join_his staff with DEA mtellizence
‘branch in_the middle to earl? 19’05,!
:Defeo found, R -

:undercover ; - operations -
iprobed. Among them was helping Sum-
:ma “Corp. by sending agents to gamble
:in Las Vegas to ferret out a drug ring
_operating at the" Frontler Hotel then
'owmedbyHuohes. S 5%

'al’s casing in the Bahamas. :.

STAT

~The~report concluded that DEA miem-
gence operatives-had not planned- an
assassination. The operatives told Defeo,
however, : that they did discover"an
assassination plot against the Panarmani-
an strongman and passed the informa-
tion along to the Central Intelligence
Agency. The plot- was subsequentally
‘Eleuu-ahxed"thereportsaxd.

“The repert also includes. the fa]}owmg‘
ominous-.but cryptic observation: It
was alléged that a discussion concerning
assassination invplved the possibility of
killing a Mr." Noryago, the principal as-
sistant to the president of Panama, and
that [DEA .executives] Smith and Wil-
Yiam Durkin actually proposed that he
be killed. A’review.of the files does not
reveal Smith’s position as to dxscuss‘ons
concermng Mr. Noryago P e |

" ANOTHER CO\TROVERSIAL part of
tne report deals with Conein’s actions, -
The onetime top intelligence operative.
for - the ‘DEA,. accordmg to an .agency,
spokesman, no- longer holds. a-"pohcy”
-job at the agency although he remains
assigned to DEA intelligence.

-Conein; a CIA operative in Viet z\:amJ

These - operatives conducted several
that~ Defeo

" Defeo found that the DEA operatw&s
used Hughes’ money to pose as high-
rolling gamblers. A similar operation,
was conducted for Resorts Intematlonoi

A....~1

GOVERN\IEVT*ZAGE\"I’S may “have |
Iost $17,000 while posing as high rollersl

-at Resorts International’'s Paradise Is—{

"land casino. That money apparently was |
provided by the CIA-connected investi-
‘gation agency, Intertel. ... .
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